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cO~(72)  333, 22 March 1972  . 
The Council of  the European Communities, 
considering  the tasks  of  the European  Communities  defined  in the Treaties 
establishing the Communities;  , 
considering in particular that the task of  the European Economic Community , 
is  "to  promote' throughout  the  Community  a  harmonious  development  of 
ecoriomic  activities, a continuous and balanced expansion, an increased stability, 
an accelerated raising of  the standard of  living and closer relations between 'Gs  .  . 
Member States" (Art. 2 of  the EEC Treaty); 
whereas the qualitative improvement of  living conditions and the safeguarding' 
of  natural resources, especially by  effective pollution control; is today  a vital  , 
, .,.  aspect of  this task; 
whereas the provisions  necessary to combat  cannot fail to, have in. 
" 
themselves  or  through. their- disparities  important  economic  consequences 
and a direct incidence on the functioning of  the common market, in particular 
by  creating  distortions  of  competition,  obstacles  to  trade  and  inequalities 
regarding investment; 
whereas the protection and improvement of  the environment must increasingly 
be incorporated into the implementation of  the common policies, in particular 
the agricultural policy; 
agrees: 
1)  that to combat pollution and nuisances effectively and at the same time 
ensure the proper functioning of  the common market, it is necessary to carry 
out the following action at Community level:  , 
(a)  to make  a  common  objective  evaluation  of  'the risks  resulting  from 
. pollution and nuisances to man and his surroundings; 
(b)  to  harmonize  methods  of  measuring  pollution  and  nuisances  arid,  if 
possible, standardize them;  ..  .. 
(c)  to take common measures with regard to products and economic activities.  , 
causing  pollution  and  nuisances  (industry, . agriculture,  power  pr&uction, 
transport), with  regard  to certain  special forms of  pollution  (waste,  noise) 
and areas of  common interest  (international river  basins, sea coasts, frontier 
regions); 
(d)  to lay down common rules on the apportionment of  the costs resulting' 
from pollution control; 